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~ LIVERPOOL now BENNISON ~
During the eventful years of the Great War, 23 old boys
of the school responded to the call of their country. Of
these four paid the supreme sacrifice. At home the
school through the various channels raised 142 pound
for the Patriotic Funds : many war saving certificates
were sold, and military hospitals and other institutions
were supported. The year 1925 saw the transference of
the school from the Sale to the new inspectorate of
South Gippsland. Many outstanding public men have
passed through the classes and of the teachers not a few
like Senior Inspector J. C. Loughrey have attained
distinction in other fields and pastures now.
More happenings at Bennison - A Bright sunny morning
heralded at the annual State School Flower day on
Friday and juvenile peddlers were busy at a very early
hour at Bennison. Business proved brisk and the young
folk broke all previous records. Great excitement
prevailed during the queen competition, which resulted
as follows: South queen Miss V. V. Martin [Queen of
Forget–Me-Nots], 1,377 votes; North queen, Miss
Jessie Taylor [queen of Roses]. 1,285 votes The sum
of 1 pound 1 shilling and 10 pence was realised. Mrs
Jefferson,s afternoon tea room was well patronised, and
brought a clear profit of 1 pound 5 shillings and 6 pence
making a total of 12 Pound 7 shillings and 4 pence,
which is to be handed to the school patriotic Fund.

History of Liverpool now Bennison State school.
The first school was held at Mr O’Dea’s one of the
earliest settlers and shortly afterwards in a building near
the bridge over the Franklin river. It continued to be
held there until July 1890 when the Liverpool School
was opened in a leased building situated just behind
where the railway now stands. Although the name was
changed to Franklin River, the school still retained the
name Liverpool until 1906, when the present name of
Bennison was adopted. This name was taken from that
of the creek that flows about a mile from the school and
which was named after an early settler. In 1911 the (Information supplied by Tom Martin & transcribed by
Education Department erected a school on the present Mary Biemans)
site and in 1920, owing to increased attendance a second
room was added. The teachers residence was erected
is 1918.

South Gippsland Concrete
www.sgconcrete.com.au

Call Kane 0400 840 729

Emergency Contact List
Police, Fire, & Emergency Services

000

Hospital (Foster) 97 Station Rd. Foster
Foster Medical Centre Station Rd. Foster
Toora Medical Centre 4 Welshpool Rd. Toora
Toora Pharmacy Cnr. Stanley St. & Welshpool Rd.
Toora RSL Welfare Officer 28 Stanley St.
Veterinary (Tarwin Vet Group) Emergency A.H. Only
Dentist “Southern Smiles” Foster.

5683.9777
5682.2088
5686.2203
5686.2649
5686.2044
5662.2818
5682.2696

Community Organisation Information
(Covid-19 restrictions affect all meeting times)
Ÿ Toora Fire Brigade Last Thursday each month 8 pm.
Training every Thursday evening. tooracfa@dcsi.net.au
Ÿ Toora Lions Club 1st.& 3rd. Wed. each month 6:30 pm. Club Rooms.
tooralionsclub@gmail.com Secretary; Glenda Paragreen 0438 044 346
Ÿ Toora Community Action Team Inc. t cat@toora.org Website; toora.org/tcat
meetings 4th. Tuesday 7:30 pm, at the CFA
Ÿ Toora Hall Committee 2nd Tuesday each month 2:00 pm. at the Hall.
hall@toora.org
Ÿ Toora & Dist. Family History Group 2nd Monday of month 2pm. in
research rooms. contact@toora.org
Ÿ Corner Inlet Anglican Op-Shop Thursday 10am to 4pm
Friday 10am to 4pm (except Good Friday) Saturday 10am to 2.30pm

Toora and District Family History Group Inc. ACN No. 00222797
Publishers of the Toora Times Newsletter, with special thanks to the Toora
& District Community Bank, Bendigo Bank, for their support.
The Toora Times provides an opportunity for organisations and individuals to place
items of local interest, sporting results, or that little bit of news to share with the local
community.
The T& DFHG take all care for accuracy of information at the time of publication, but accept no
responsibility for the content or accuracy of any submitted works.
All positions at the Toora Times are unpaid voluntary positions, including that of Editor. All advertising
revenue is put towards our publication costs as well as community projects through TCAT Inc.
Cut-off date for submissions or advertising is the 15th. each month. Submissions and photos
by mail, should be forwarded to; T&DFHG, PO Box 41, Toora 3962.
Send all electronic submissions to the Toora Times Editor; tt@toora.org
Ÿ Advertising, Web Publishing, Production, Editor; Dave Berry 0418 103 801
Ÿ All news - submitted by community groups and individual community members
Ÿ Web Published each month; www.toora.org

Bennison Tennis Court & Swimming Pool
Percy Martin’s Story
The Bennison School pupils helped to make a tennis court of anthill material. They were paid 3 pence a load
to bring this material from the surrounding bush to the court site. A load was carted in a large fish box with
two wheels and a rope on one end, and two handles on the other end. Two children would work together,
one in the shafts, and the other pulling the rope.
A swimming pool was also constructed in Deep Creek opposite the school. A large tree was felled across
the creek, and sandbags were used to seal the gaps. Frank Beaurepaire the Olympic swimmer came to
Bennison to open the pool. Percy Martin and Frank McGlade were the first ones to dive into the pool at the
opening. Mrs Baker, the teacher’s wife, had known Frank Beaurepaire when they attended university at the
same time.
Mrs. Doran, whose property joined the school ground, had ducks which would come up to the fence for
scraps from the children’s lunch. Sometimes the boys would tie a hard crust on a long piece of string and
compete to see who could catch the first duck. When the crust softened the ducks would be free again.
Catching the ducks this way would get the boys “the cuts” if they were caught.
Two boys standing
outside the
Bennison Hall.
Photo taken 1900
to 1910
Robert O’Brien
photographer

Ph: 5686.2475
any changes to service during Covid-19 may be
found on Facebook
‘Toora and Region Businesses & Services ‘

Toora & District
Trades & Services
Also on Facebook
To Advertise, send your details to

tt@toora.org

J & S Computer Services
and PC Parts Recyclers
Jeremy Gill - 0487 087 375
50 Stanley St. Toora 3962.
jscomputerservices@gmail.com

~ Styling On Stanley ~
The Family friendly Hairdresser
Phone 5686 2328 or 0401 014 026
Wednesday to Friday

Printer repairs & supplies
Monitors, Laptops, Hard
Drives & USB Drives, Cds
DVDs, Wi-Fi, Set-up &
installation, Up-grades etc.

Saturday- by appointment only.
46 Stanley Street, TOORA.

Yes we except
Afterpay!

Call us today
51 826 606

If you are due for you
check up and clean or in
need of some repairs but
don’t want to be out of
pocket all in one visit you
can utilise our Afterpay
facility! Fantastic way to
look after your dental
health and making it
more affordable!

Toora Community Hall and Library
During Covid the hall has been very quiet. A small amount of action has started
to begin. Hopefully this will continue so as to get our bank balance up again.
A number of jobs have to be done :- the garden boxes at the front of the hall are
in a dangerous state and will have to be attended to very soon.
The blackberries have started to take over at the rear of the hall another task to do. Plus other maintenance
in doors to do. So until money starts to come in again these tasks are on hold.
If any one can put their hand up to help with these jobs it would be most appreciated or would like to put
your name on a list to help. Thank you.
The garage sale is planned for the Anzac Weekend, 24th. & 25th. April .

Ideally located, close
to Wilson’s
Promontory and
Corner Inlet.
Peter & Lyn welcome
you to South Gippsland and know that you
will enjoy your stay.
www.tooralodge.com.au

Phone: (03) 5686.2104

We invite you to
join FoAF and help
us look after our
wonderful Agnes
Falls Reserve!
Contact Kathy:
kathleencw@dcsi.net.au

Good Food & Great Coffee
Take-away or eat in
at the Top of the Town

Shop Local and
Support your
Community

Open from 8 am.
7 days a week.
Ph: 5686.2392

Toora RSL Sub Branch
will be open from 4 pm
Monday to Wednesday.

All welcome!
Covid-19 rules for a
licensed premise will apply

Friends of the Toora
Heritage Pear Orchard
Inc.

Pear Harvest & Family Fun Day
Sunday,7th. March 10am -4pm

CANADIAN RING CAKE, (Made by some for
their Christmas Cake)
8 oz Butter
1 oz Ground Almonds
8 oz caster sugar
1 1/2 cups Sultanas
8 oz plain flour
4 oz Crystalized Pineapple
1 1/2 dessertspoon golden syrup
4 oz candied peel
A little crystalized ginger
4 ozs brazil or Hazel nuts
1 Tbspns Brandy or sherry
2 ozs crystalised cherries
Grated rind of 1 lemon & 1 orange
Cream butter, golden syrup & butter until soft &
light, place in mod. oven, then lower heat for 2
more hours. We prefer this un-iced, as it is very
rich. Enjoy!

Open Thurs - Sunday & Public Holidays
10 am - 4pm. Find us at 25 Stanley Street
Toora, next to the Windmill Cafe’.
Call 0423 155 542.

Toora Village Studio Gallery News
It is so invigorating coming out of lockdown and into a Brand New Year. The committee of the TVSG are
working hard, putting together a programme of Exhibitions, Workshops and Events for 2021. We are
community based, giving an opportunity for artists to exhibit their work in the gallery’s exhibition room, a
beautiful space with its original timber floor. Other spaces within the gallery consist of the gallery shop where
works of art and craft can be purchased, and a studio and workshop space where classes and workshops take
place. This space is also available to the community for hire.
First of all is an offer of a free Membership to the 31st of June to anyone interested in becoming member of
the TVSG. This is a great opportunity to join an open and welcoming community. TVSG is situated within
the Windmill Café complex.
Volunteers are most welcome for without their support we could not offer such a service.
The successful exhibition of Stephen Balhourn is coming to a close on the 21st of February so there is still time
to come and enjoy.
Our next exhibition is from the renowned artist Mandy Gunn, beginning on Thursday February 25th. Mandy
is an installation/sculpture artist – mono-prints and paintings also form part of her work. Mandy has exhibited
around Australia as well as overseas and has won numerous prizes. An exhibition not to be missed.
Saturday the 27th of February is the start date for Marilynne Zanella’s drawing class. These classes have limited
numbers so early booking is essential.
Further classes will be in the offering as the year progresses.
For further information please contact:
Catherine Williams (Secretary) m. 0400 070 446.

Email: cathwill17@gmail.com

27 Victoria Street
Toora, 3962.
Victoria Australia

Toora Pharmacy

6

Your Community Pharmacist

Open Monday - Friday
8:30 am. to 5:30 pm.
Saturday - 9 am. to 1 pm.
1 Foster Rd. Toora
Ph: 5686.2649

Fancy Goods & Old Relics
Cnr. Gray & Stanley Streets, Toora.
Ÿ Retro/Vintage Collectables
Ÿ Vinyl Records, China
Ÿ Glassware, coins, stamps and much more.

Ph: 03 5686.2134 or 0425 841 796

Toora Authorised News Agency
52 Stanley St. Toora. 3962.
A comprehensive range of magazines, Office
Supplies, Cards, Gifts, Art Supplies, Toys & more.
Ÿ V/Line & Citylink Tickets & Time-tables
Ÿ Toora Times Distributor

Phone: 5686.2555

Toora & District Family History Group Inc.
The AGM will be held in the meeting room at the
Toora Hall on Mon 14th Dec at 2PM. There will be
a guest speaker and afternoon tea supplied.
All welcome. (COVD regulations will apply)
Memberships are now due Family $20 Single $15
Researching the names of William James Rhodes
Glen Waverly area and Ethel Findlay from the
Oakley area
Shortridge from Gippsland . John Gardener and
Emily Smith from WA and the Whroo Vic. Areas.
Any person that has information on these people
.Please contact the T&DFHG.
contact@toora.org

Picture Framer
“You name it & we’ll frame it”

Ph: 0418 103 801
for appointment
Custom framing of Art,
Tapestry & Needlework,
Football Jumpers
Service Medals,
Art & Photo restoration,
Glass repairs.
Corner Inlet Picture Framers

Toora Chinese
Take-Away
57 Stanley St. Toora.
Open 5 - 8 pm.
Thurs, Fri, Saturday.
Eat in or take out.
Get your orders in on
time as kitchen closes 15
minutes prior to closing.
Phone Orders
5686.2491

ALL RURAL & DOMESTIC
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Mowing; Small & large areas
Whipper-Snipper & Brush Cutting
Raised Garden Beds & Landscaping
Painting, Plastering, Tiling, Welding,
Carpentry, Plumbing, Spoutings, Flywire doors & Screens, Door Locks,
or ??? Tell me!

Phone Rob. Reid.
0409 656 447
own insurance & ABN

No job too small

Your one-stop-shop
for all your garden needs.
Browse our extensive plant
nursery including fruit trees
and garden pots, fertilisers
Phone 5682 1508
sales@tonywilliams.com.au

