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Friends of Toora Heritage Pear Orchard Inc.
Hi everyone, If you are feeling down in the dumps take a stroll through the Heritage
Pear Orchard in Mill St. This will brighten your day. The trees are out in Blossom, the
bees are buzzing, the birds are singing. Take a picnic lunch, sit & enjoy the tranquility.
We had a Working Bee on Sat 11th. to clean up the prunings. Involving 19 members
including Toora Lions, local residents, and six teenagers. The helpers ranged in age from
3 to 82 yrs. It was a wonderful two hours being out and about & chatting with our friends. We finished with
a well earned cuppa and chat in Jeff’s shed. Thank you everyone for your support. This support means so much
to keeping this gene pool of Heritage Pears available for our future generations.
The Shire have a new mower, but they are unable to mow in the orchard area as their new mower has a roof
which would get caught on the trees. The TOORA LIONS club has donated a reconditioned ride on mower
to our Friends group so we can mow the orchard area. This will be on a ROSTER. We thank them for this
generous gift.
Our 2022 Pear Party? At this stage we have no idea what we will be doing with the Covid still hanging around.
A decision will be made in Jan 2022. We will keep it simple, then if the lockdown comes in days before we
wont have a dilemma.
Remember you can stroll thru the Orchard anytime. Bye, Meryl. 0428864520.

South Gippsland Concrete
www.sgconcrete.com.au

Call Kane 0400 840 729

Emergency Contact List
Police, Fire, & Emergency Services

000

SES - Anyone requiring emergency assistance can dial

132 500.

Hospital (Foster) 97 Station Rd. Foster
Foster Medical Centre Station Rd. Foster
Toora Medical Centre 4 Welshpool Rd. Toora
Toora Pharmacy Cnr. Stanley St. & Welshpool Rd.
Veterinary (Tarwin Vet Group) Emergency A.H. Only

5683.9777
5682.2088
5686.2203
5686.2649
5662.2818

Community Organisation Information
(Covid-19 restrictions affect all meeting times)
Ÿ Toora Fire Brigade Last Thursday each month 8 pm.
Training every Thursday evening. tooracfa@dcsi.net.au
Ÿ Toora Lions Club 1st.& 3rd. Wed. each month 6:30 pm. Club Rooms.
tooralionsclub@gmail.com Secretary; Glenda Paragreen 0438 044 346
Ÿ Toora Community Action Team Inc. t cat@toora.org Website; toora.org/tcat
meetings 4th. Tuesday 7:30 pm, at the CFA
Ÿ Toora Hall Committee 2nd Tuesday each month 2:00 pm. at the Hall.
hall@toora.org
Ÿ Toora & Dist. Family History Group 2nd Monday of month 2pm. in
research rooms. contact@toora.org
Ÿ Corner Inlet Anglican Op-Shop Thursday 10am to 4pm
Friday 10am to 4pm (except Good Friday) Saturday 10am to 2.30pm

Toora & District Family History Group Inc.
Toora Factory Friday, March 10th 1893 (from the Gippsland farmers Journal)
The Cheese factory was opened on Monday by Mr W.R. Yeomans in the presence of a
representative assembly of residents. The factory is the first one established by the Victorian
Creamery and Butter Factory, and as the district is essentially adapted for dairying pursuits, it is expected that
it will be a pronounced success. One important fact in connection with the cheese factory is, that it is prepared
to more than adjacent creameries for milk, the price given 3d per gallon. Although the factory has started late
in the season it is expected that next year it will be a great success.
[ For those who don’t know the Factory was situated where Muddy Creek service station is now]
The Local Creamery. Sat 19th Sept 1896 From the Australian
The Local creamery which belongs to the Victorian Creamery and Butter Company has been burnt down. The
building was comparatively new but had not been used for some time . A swagman was camped in it and the
iron chimney became heated and set fire to the woodwork.

Toora & District Retail,
Trades & Services
Also on Facebook
To Advertise, send your details to

tt@toora.org

Toora Pharmacy
Your Community Pharmacist

Open Monday - Friday
8:30 am. to 5:30 pm.
Saturday - 9 am. to 1 pm
1 Foster Rd. Toora
Ph: 5686.2649

Your one-stop-shop for all your garden needs.
Browse our extensive plant nursery including
fruit trees and garden pots, fertilisers

Phone 5682 1508

sales@tonywilliams.com.au
and Follow us on Facebook

STANLEY STREET
Stanley has always been in our History, in the early 1900s there were many shops from the top to Victoria St.
In those days it was just a dirt road, no footpaths. It was a better and bigger town than Foster in early 1900s.
‘Pig & Lady Day’s, the street was always full of angle parked cars and utes. The Gentlemen in their suits and
hats, went to the Pig Sales, while the Ladies in their finery (many long dresses) including hats and gloves, went
to the Coffee Parlours for Morning Tea. There were many different shops. Including 3 banks & 2 Hotels.
When the train stopped running and the Pig sales ceased, the town went downhill. During the 1980 to 2005
the town struggled.
In 2011 the community groups & SGSC Strengthening Project Worker met & created a Development Plan.
This gave some direction for the town groups and community organisations. Many items listed in that plan
have just come to fruition now. Up-grade Stanley St, footpaths, gutters. Welshpool Rd. footpath from
Latte-Dah to the school. A crossing on the Highway from the Tourist Park and bitumen on the roadway in
front of Police Station. There are still many requests on that list. Many of us thought we would never see these
eventuate. I think that when Covid vanishes & we can settle into a routine Toora will come alive again. We
have many new businesses in the town & they haven't been able to open regularly. It is very frustrating for
them. Then there are all the community Groups who cant hold any fundraising events or sporting days. Halls
& sporting clubs still have monthly expenses, for 18 months it has been all expense with NO income. Please
support your local shops, services and community groups.
The Toora Library, housed in Toora’s Community Hall, is now open each Tuesday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
A large number of modern titles are available for loan. In addition, a collection of books retained from the
days of the Mechanics Hall library may well be of interest. At this stage, loans from this section is limited to
Hall members only. Membership is only $5. On occasion, library volunteers will open up on other days – the
Library sandwich board will be on display outside the hall when this happens. Come in and say “Hello” and
have a look around. All welcome. For more information, call Bev on 0431 062 205.

Toora Authorised News Agency
52 Stanley St. Toora. 3962.

Find us on Facebook
Toora Fire Brigade

A comprehensive range of magazines, Office
Supplies, Cards, Gifts, Art Supplies, Toys & more.
Ÿ V/Line Tickets & Time-tables

Friends of the Toora RSL Sub-Branch

Ÿ Toora Times Distributor

Phone: 5686.2555
Ideally located, close
to Wilson’s
Promontory and
Corner Inlet.
Peter & Lyn welcome
you to South Gippsland and know that you
will enjoy your stay.
www.tooralodge.com.au

Phone: (03) 5686.2104

Toora Lions Club

We invite you to
join FoAF and help
us look after our
wonderful Agnes
Falls Reserve!
Contact Kathy:
kathleencw@dcsi.net.au

ROBERT WALKER DICKSON [part of Toora’s History]
Robert Walker Dickson was born in Belfast, Ireland around 1921 to Walker
James Dickson and Violet Josephine Robinson. In 1924 Walker James Dickson
died and in 1929 Violet Josephine came to Australia and lived and worked in
Melbourne in the Waverley area. In later years Robert got a job as an Electrical contractor. In
1936 Violet married Norman Rix Reeve a chemist. It is thought they came to Loch [not proven] then Toora
where they had the Chemist shop in Stanley Street Toora. Firstly beside the bakery where the hair dresser is
situated now. Then moved up the street. And resided in the house next to the double story bank. The war came
about and Robert Walker Dickson enlisted in Melbourne at not yet 18 yrs giving his address as Stanley street
Toora. Robert sailed from Sydney to England. He was flight sergeant in the RAF. In 1942 his plane was sent
for maintenance service and the day he went bring it back to base in Norfolk England the plane nose dived
and crashed into the ground killing Robert and his six mates. He is buried over there. Robert Walker Dickson’s
name is on the cenotaph in Toora. Norman Rix Reeve was a very active person in Toora. Being on a number
of committees. The census records show Norman and Violet in Canada for a number of years . Records also
tell us that Richard Reeve their son met up with them there. Norman died in Heidleberg, Melbourne and Violet
Josephine in NSW.
Service numbers 401030 Flight Sergeant, Born 4 Aug 1921, Died 10 Dec 1942, Accidental (Flying Accident)
Flight Sergeant Robert Walker Dickson 401030 RAAF was killed when Ventura AE759 of 21 Squadron RAF
crashed in Norfolk, England
Crew killed: LAC Rutherford RAF 1345498 / Sergeant Woodhead RAF 1165031 / Sergeant Hatton RAF
1535749 / Sergeant Jones RAF 656040 / Flight Sergeant Garnet Hartford Turcotte RCAF R/85200
Died: Accidental (Flying Accident), Methwold Hyde, Norfolk, England, 10 December 1942, aged 21 years
Cemetery: St Nicholas Churchyard, Feltwell, Norfolk, England
Row C Grave 1 52°29'21.2"N 0°31'15.1"E
Memorials: Australian War Memorial Roll of Honour, Toora War Memorial
Ÿ Thanks to the Virtual War Memorial Australia, vwma.org.au
Ÿ Mike, Tom, Dave and Meryl for supplying information for this research
and to Rod Cochrane –Lane Toora RSLfor bringing this story to us.

Good Food & Great Coffee
Take-away or eat in
at the Top of the Town

& support your community
Open
7 days a week.
Ph: 5686.2392

J & S Computer Services
and PC Parts Recyclers
Jeremy Gill - 0487 087 375
50 Stanley St. Toora 3962.
jscomputerservices@gmail.com
Printer repairs & supplies
Monitors, Laptops, Hard
Drives & USB Drives, Cds
DVDs, Wi-Fi, Set-up &
installation, Up-grades etc.

Toora & District Family History Group.
Thomas Jessup married Jane Cooper on 2nd April,1837 in Norfolk England.
Jane died on 21st July,1851.
Thomas then married Elizabeth English, she was only 23. In July 1854. Together with Thomas's seven
children, they set sail for Tasmania on the "Caroline Middleton”, arriving in September. Thomas died on
the voyage out and stepmother Elizabeth (now Jessup) married off the eldest daughter, to Edward Gasson,
who was now free and put the other six children in an orphanage. Edward was 35 and Elizabeth only 15 or
16. They went on to have 11 children, the eldest Mary Jane, was born in Green Ponds Tasmania.
They then sailed to Port Albert and took up land at Woodside where the next 10 children were born. Edward
died in 1900 aged 80, and Elizabeth in 1896 aged 56. Edward was my great, great grandfather.
Judi Whatley.
Toora Wood Chops. From the Great Southern Advocate Thurs 20 Dec 1923
Great entries have been received for the log chops at Toora on Boxing day, and everything points to a big
day at this little sporting township to see the tussle for the biggest prized woodchop ever held in Victoria.
A special train will leave Korumburra for Toora on the morning of the sports. The woodchops were held at
the Toora football grounds.

For Emergency Assistance Dial

132 500

Corner Inlet Framing & Art
“You name it & we’ll frame it”

Ph: 0418 103 801 for appointment
Custom framing of Art, Tapestry &

https://www.facebook.com/TooraArt

Needlework, Poster Art, Photos,

The gallery is closed for winter, but can be
opened by request. Drawing classes are
continuing on Wednesday and Saturday
afternoons at 2 p.m.

Football Jumpers, Memorabilia

Phone 0423 155 542 for information.

& Service Medals,
Art & Photo restoration, Glass repairs.

Studio: 160 Downing’s Hill Rd. Toora.

The Hydrant clean-up is important prior to the cooler months because winter is usually
when structure fires are at their peak thanks to the use of fireplaces and heaters. We clean and
maintain the hydrants around town so that if we are called to a structure fire in town we can
hook up to a hydrant quickly without having to worry about the state of it. So if you see us on
your nature strip on a Thursday night, chances are we are cleaning the hydrant.
Hydrants are also available in some out of town areas where there is a mains water supply. These hydrants
are often harder to find due to long roadside grass hiding the markers and covers, but are essential aids for the
CFA as they might be the closest water source to a rural property fire or bush fire. Hydrants often have unseen
hazards that need to be cleared before we are able to use it. Potential hazards include: Snakes, Spiders, broken
glass and rubbish and disused needles to name a few.
Toora residents can help us maintain hydrants by adopting a hydrant and helping keep it clean and accessible.
With spring here it’s easy to let hydrants get overgrown and long grass can even hide the post marker we use
to identify the location of a hydrant.
We encourage everyone to recognise hydrants and their locations in relation to
your property and if you notice any damage to a hydrant please notify a local brigade member or your shire
council through the snap send solve app.

Join

Us

Dial 000

HOW MUCH FUN IS TOO MUCH?
Just a reminder we are still able to hold our Father’s Day event this year Sunday 5th September gate open
midday till round 5pm ! Bookings essential ring Cameron on 0407611203 to book your spot , Tickets
single $66 family $198 you get a ride in 2 different vehicles MRV and FV 432 , And go into draw to win
a ride in Centurion as it squash’s a car , Also planning to take Jagdpanzer Kanone for a display run and
possibly available for rides at an extra yet to be determined cost
Bbq food and drinks available to
purchase all day eftpos on site hope to see you all on the day !

Visiting Agnes Falls
During the recent School Holidays, many people came to visit our beautiful Agnes Falls, and other sites in South Gippsland!
We often forget what is in our own backyard........the Long Jetty at Port Welshpool, Port Albert, Street Murals by Heesco
in Yarram, Tarra-Bulga National Park, the Great Southern Rail Trail, lots of arty and foodie towns, Coal Creek Historical
Museum at Korumburra, and so much more! During the month of June there were 2291 visitors to the Agnes Falls, bringing
the half-yearly total to 25,794! Amazing! (Check out facebook.com/FriendsOfAgnesFalls) Hopefully our FoAF members
will soon be out and about again, manning displays at local events, hosting Morning or Afternoon Teas for visiting groups,
or holding Open Days on site at the Agnes Falls picnic ground, the weather and covid restrictions permitting!
If you may be interested to join FoAF new memberships are now being taken - the cost is only $10 per financial year.
We would love some new faces at Working Bees, and our occasional Meetings!
Please contact Kathy on 0419 344 867, or email : friendsofagnesfalls@gmail.com

Toora and District Family History Group Inc. ACN No. 00222797
Publishers of the Toora Times Newsletter, with special thanks to the Toora
& District Community Bank, Bendigo Bank, for their support.
The Toora Times provides an opportunity for organisations and individuals to place items
of local interest, sporting results, or that little bit of news to share with the local community.
The T& DFHG take all care for accuracy of information at the time of publication, but accept no
responsibility for the content or accuracy of any submitted works.
All positions at the Toora Times are unpaid voluntary positions, including that of Editor. All advertising
revenue is put towards our publication costs as well as community projects through TCAT Inc.
Cut-off date for submissions or advertising is the 15th. each month. Submissions and photos
by mail, should be forwarded to; T&DFHG, PO Box 41, Toora 3962.
Send all electronic submissions to the Toora Times Editor; tt@toora.org
Ÿ Advertising, Web Publishing, Production, Editor; Dave Berry 0418 103 801
Ÿ All news - submitted by community groups and individual community members
Ÿ Web Published each month; www.toora.org

